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In the orcharda honey bee buzzes.Its legs brush polleninside a fragrantpink flower:A small green

fruitbegins to growand grow and grow....Peaches and peasand even peanuts --they all begin with a

single flower:How?Open this bookand find out!
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We checked this out of the library for my almost-5-year old daughter, and she has really enjoyed it.

On each page, we'd read a brief and poetic description of what season it was and what the plant

and its flowers looked like, and how the flowers were pollinated. Then, half of the page would fold

out to reveal the fruit or vegetable (or legume, in the case of peanuts)that would grow on the plant. It

was a fun guessing game at first, then a fun remembering game on subsequent reads. The

illustrations are wonderful, showing the plant in various stages of fruit development. There are

detailed illustrations showing the initial transformation from flower to fruit. My daughter just found

this fascinating! The book teaches quite a bit, but doesn't sound at all dry to read. And it doesn't get

into too much detail about the parts of the plant/flower. There is a small section in the back with a bit

more detailed description...but rather than simply reading that, I took some of the information from it

and would just mention it during the story: "look, see those? That's called the stamen of the flower,"



or "see the yellow on the bee's legs? That's the pollen he got from this flower, and he's taking it over

to that flower."I love reading books to my daughter that teach her about the natural world. This one

does it in a fun way, and I highly recommend it for any child who is interested in how flowers change

into the fruits and vegetables he or she loves!
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